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Tuesday, March 30 


10 AM. and 2 P.M. Meeting of the Executive Council at 
the Brown Hotel. 


Wednesday, March 31 


10 A.M. Pontifical Mass at the Cathedral of the Assump- 
tion. The Most Reverend John A. Floersh, D.D., 
pontificating. 

11.30 A.M. General Session, Nazareth College, Mr. Paul 
R. Byrne, presiding. 

Address of Welcome. Rev. George Saffin, Pres. of the 
Louisville Catholic Parent-Teachers Association. 

Paper: “The First Library School,” Mr. Paul R. Byrne. 
Announcements. 

2 P.M. General Session, Auditorium of the Louisville Free 
Public Library, Brother Adalbert, C.F.X., St. Xavier 
High School for Boys, presiding. 

Address: Mr. Harold F. Brigham, Librarian, Louisville 
Free Public Library. 

Paper: “Important current literature by Catholic authors,” 
Miss Alma J. L’Hommedieu, Librarian Athenaeum of 
Ohio, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Paper: “Cataloging for high school libraries,’ Miss Mary 
C. Foley, Head Cataloger, Louisville Free Public Library. 


Round Table Discussions: 
Hospitals: Sister Mary Helen, S.C.N., Chairman. 
High Schools: Sister Cecil, C.S.J., Professor of Library 
Science, College of St. Catherine, St. Paul, Minn. 
Theme: “Editing of classified list of books and maga- 
zines for Catholic high schools.” 


Discussion 
Magazines and reference, Sister M. Louise, Librarian 
Bp. McDonnell Memorial High School, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Fiction and phy, Brother A. Thomas, F.S.C., Li- 
brarian Bp. M ughlin Memorial High School, Brook- 
lyn, N 


Religion, Rev. Andrew Bouwhuis, S.J., Librarian Ca- 
nisius College, Buffalo, N. Y. 





CATHOLIC LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


PROGRAM OF 5th ANNUAL CONVENTION 
LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY—MARCH 31, APRIL 1 AND 2, 1937 


, Sister M. Norita, R.'S.M., Librarian St. Xavier 
, Chicago, Ml. 
General discussion on the final arrangement and editing 
of the list: Mr. Eugene Wiliging, Librarian St. Thomas 
College, Scranton, Pa. 


Thursday, April 1 

10 A.M. General Session, Nazareth College, Rev. F. A. 

Mullin, Catholic University of America, Washington, 
D. C., presiding. 
Paper: “What will make the revised Shaw list of value 
to Catholic college libraries?” Sister Marie Cecilia, CS.J., 
Director of the Library School, College of St. Catherine, 
St. Paul, Minn. 

Paper: “An analysis of the college library standards as set 
forth by the North Central Association,” Sister M. 
Cecil, CS.J., Professor of Library Science, College of 
St. Catherine, St. Paul, Minn. 


Discussion 

2 P.M. General Session, Nazareth College, Mr. Laurence A. 
Leavey, Fordham University Library, presiding. 

Paper: “How will the current trends towards certification 
affect Catholic school libraries?” Miss Mabel K. Rein- 
hardt, Reference Librarian, Univ. of Notre Dame, 
Notre Dame, Indiana. 

: “The teacher-librarian—why we need her?” Sister 

M. Bernadette, S.C.N., Librarian Nazareth College, 


College: Rev. Colman Farrell, OS.B., Librarian St. 
Benedict’s College, Atchison, Kan., Chairman. 
Seminary, Rev. Placidus Kempf, OSB., The Abbey Li- 
brary, St. Meinrad, Indiana, Chairman. 


Friday, April 2 
10 A.M. Business Session, Nazareth College, Mr. 
O’Loughlin, Secretary-Treasurer, C.L.A., p 
Reports: 
Adjournment. 


ohn M. 








LOUISVILLE AWAITS INFLUX OF C. L. A. 
DELEGATES 

Despite the devastation by flood of two-thirds of 
Louisville, plans for the Fifth National Convention 
of the Catholic Library Association, in conjunction 
with the N. C. E. A. will be unchanged. Reports 
from the local committees at Louisville give assurance 
that reconstruction is making rapid advancement, 
and that although the formerly beautiful city will not 
have lost all trace of the inundation, the spirit of 
hospitality has not been swept away, and comfortable 
quarters for all delegates will be provided. The 
Brown Hotel, Fourth and Broadway, one of the finest 


hotels in the South, will be headquarters for the 
C. L. A. Delegates who desire accommodations at the 
Brown Hotel are urged to make reservations with 
the hotel management at an early date. Prices are 
from $3.00 up. Should reservations at the Brown 
exceed expectations, other good hotels are available: 
The Seelbach, Fourth and Chestnut; the Watterson, 
Chestnut between Fourth and Fifth Streets; and The 
Courtlandt, Fourth Street, are some of the nearer 
excellent hotels. 

Sisters from outside the Diocese should apply 
for accommodations to the Convention Committee 


(Please turn to Page 51) 
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OFFICERS OF THE CATHOLIC LIBRARY 
ASSOCIATION 1935-1937 
President, Pauvt R. Byrne, University of Notre Dame, Notre 


Dame, Ind. 
Secretary-Treasurer, Jonny M. O’Lovcuiim, Boston College, 
Chestnut Hill, Mass. 





Executive Council 
Six Years 
Rev. Paut J. For, CS.C., St. Edward’s University, Austin, 


Texas. 
Moruer M. Acatna, O.S.U., Ursuline Academy, Wilmington, Del. 
Four Years 
Brorner A. THOMAS, rai Bishop Loughlin Memorial High 


School, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Dr. Wauaa A. FrrzGrrap, Brooklyn Preparatory, Brooklyn, 


Sister Cecn, College of st c Rane Library School, St. Paul, 
Mrs. Jeannette Murrny Lynn, Cossitt Library, Memphis, Tenn. 


SOUTHERN EXPOSURE 

After weeks of planning Sister Canisius and Mr. 
Byrne have brought together a program, bearing on 
many phases of library administration, from which 
Catholic librarians will draw inspiration and practical 
assistance. But one feature of the convention schedule 
remains incomplete, and this lies entirely in the hands 
of C. L. A. members—attendance. Let us round out 
what promises to be an excellent convention with a 
record enrollment. On to Louisville! March 31, 
April 1 and 2! Let us swarm down upon “ole 
Kaintuck” and expose ourselves to Southern hospi- 
tality! Attention, Superiors! Your Librarian will 
make a delightful companion for your Dean or other 
representative to the N. C. E. A. Convention! 

a a 
UNIT-Y AGAIN! 

More than once have we pointed out that the 
strength and serviceability of the C. L. A. depend 
almost entirely upon increased membership and that 
the most practical means of enlarging our numbers is 
through more and more local or unit meetings. One 
member, whose opinion we value highly, senses the 
importance of this unit development. Just before go- 
ing to press we received a charming and (as usual) 
cheerful letter from Fr. Sylvester Brielmaier. Fr. 
Sylvester writes in part: “According to reports in 
the Wortp, the various meetings of librarians are 
booming, and make me regret my absence. If this 
movement continues to grow at its present rate, the 












Catholic Library Association should soon be so firmly 
established that it can undertake many projects 
dreamed of for many years.” We assure our erstwhile 
maestro of Duplicates that while he is busy in the 
library of the Collegio S. Lorenzo in Rome, local 
meetings of librarians will go on booming until the 
echo is heard and acknowledged by every Catholic 


educational institution in the U. S. 
a 


ARCHBISHOP HOWARD ENDORSES WORK OF 
OREGON LIBRARIANS 

Meeting at Marylhurst College Feb. 27, for its 
second conference, the Oregon unit, with an attend- 
ance of forty-five persons, adopted that name as its 
official title. The encouraging number at the session 
and the active interest shown indicate a need for the 
formation of another unit in the near future. 

To discover the dominant problems existing in the 
present school library set-up, two committees were 
formed. Sister Eileen Mary and Sister Eustelle, 
Portland, were named on the grade school library 
committee. Sister Theophane and Sister M. Ellen, 
also of Portland, were selected for the high-school 
group. Their reports will be the basis for group 
activity in the future. The book drive, tentatively 
planned for this year, has been deferred until Book 
Week of next year. 

The organization of the unit has received the 
unqualified approval of His Excellency, Archbishop 
Howard and his scholarly interest has done much to 
solidify the members. Father Mark Schmid, O.S.B., 
librarian of Mt. Angel College, has also been a stimu- 
lating force in the difficulties incident to a new project. 

Holy Child Academy, Portland, with Mother Mary 
of Good Counsel as hostess, was chosen for the next 
gathering, May 1. Book selection, until recently a 
bugbear to many Catholic librarians, will be the 
theme of this round-table discussion. 


SHORT BIBLIOGRAPHY OF CHURCH HISTORY 
We again call attention to the appearance of this 
valuable compilation, which is destined “for the use 
of teachers and students.” Single copies 10 cents each. 
Five or more copies 8 cents each. Orders for single 
copies should be sent to the author, Rev. F. S. Betten, 
Marquette University, Milwaukee, Wis., larger orders 
to Mission Press, Techny, IIl. 
a a 


Rev. Colman Farrell, O.S.B., Librarian, St. Bene- 
dict’s College, Atchison, Kansas, announces an in- 
formal round table of Catholic librarians in that 
vicinity on Sunday, oe ii, 2-5 in the afternoon. 

a 


Sister Cecil was appointed a member of the Execu- 
tive Committee of the Association of American Library 
Schools at the mid-winter meeting of the A. L. A., and 
also chairman of a group to study college library 
reports. 
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LOUISVILLE AWAITS INFLUX OF C. L. A. 
DELEGATES 


(Concluded from A). 4 49) 


(N. © E. A. and CL. A. S. Fifth Street. 

Roaeenasvere for Sisters will be Columbia Hall, 
Fo Street, just two blocks from the Brown, and 
almost opposite Nazareth where the meet- 
ing will be held. Registration, Cafeteria service, and 
the educational displays will be cared for at Columbia. 
The Committee has aimed to keep all activities of the 
Catholic Library Association within the radius of 
two blocks. This will be an especial convenience for 
those Sisters whose companions are attending the 
N. C. E. A. sessions. 

The Executive Council will meet at the Brown 
Hotel, Tuesday, March 30, at 10:00 A.M. and at 
2:00 P.M. The Convention proper will open with 
Pontifical Mass at the Cathedral of the Assumption 
at 10:00 A.M., the Most Reverend John A. 
Floersh, D.D. pontificating. The first general session 
will open at 11:30 A.M. with the President, Paul R. 
Byrne, presiding. Sessions will thereafter be held 
morning and afternoon until April 2, noon. Post- 
Convention sight-seeing tours through some of the 
historic regions of Kentucky are being planned by the 
Committee. A Reception and Banquet for clergy 
and laity will be given at the Brown for both 
N. C. E. A. and C. L. A. visitors. 


Reception Committee 
Sister M. Canisius, S.C_N., Nazareth College, Chairman. 
Father Placidus Kempf, O.S.B., St. Meinrad, Indiana. 
Brother Adalbert, C.F.X., St. Xavier High School, Louisville, Ky. 
Sister Athaire, O.P., Holy Rosary Academy. 
Sister M. Bernadette, S.C.N., Nazareth College. 
Sister M. Christine, O.S.U., Sacred Heart Junior College. 
Sister M. Joseph Marie, O.S.U., Mt. St. Joseph Junior College. 
Sister M. Gabrielle, S.M., Our Lady of Mercy Academy. 
Sister Librarian, S.L., Loretto High School. 
Sister Sylvester, O.S.U., Ursuline Academy. 
Sister Teresa Vincent, S.C.N., Presentation Academy. 
Miss Mary C. Foley, Louisville Free Public Library. 
Miss Minnie May Charleston, Shawnee High School Library. 


Hotel Rates 


Brown Hotel: Single room with bath $3.00 $3.50 $4.00 
Double room with bath $5.00 $5.50 $6.00 
Watterson: Single room without bath $1.50 
Single room with bath $2.50 
Double room with bath $3.50 up 
Seelbach: Single room with bath $2.50 up 
Double room with bath $3.50 up 
Kentucky: Single room with bath $3.00 $3.50 $4.50 
Double room with bath $5.00 $6.00 $7.00 
Henry Clay: Single room with bath $2.00 $2.50 $3.50 
$3.50 $4.50 $5.00 


Double room with bath 
a a 


DO DREAMS COME TRUE? 
At Least One Did at St. Bonaventure 
A dream cherished for many years will become a 
reality early this spring, when work on the new 
$100,000 library, made possible through the generosity 
of friends, will commence at St. Bonaventure College, 
St. Bonaventure, N. Y. According to Father Thomas 
Plassmann, O.F.M., president of the college, plans 


— 


are near completion and as soon as they are finished, 
this much-needed addition to the rapidly growing col- 
lege will become the latest project in the program of 
reconstruction made necessary by the fires of past 
years. 

The new library will provide stack facilities for 
about 120,000 volumes, more than twice as many 
volumes as are now stored in the present building. 
It will have a seating capacity of 250 for the general 
readers. There will also be ten soundproof seminar 
rooms for faculty and research students. 

The present plans for the new library building 
envision a structure modern in every respect. It will 
include some of the latest facilities for the storing, 
preserving, reproducing and circulation of books, with 
a special consideration for research students by mak- 
ing available the manuscripts, incunabula and rare 
books. 

The new building will be of brick, one story high. 
It will be architecturally in conformity with the other 
buildings on the campus. In length it will cover about 
200 feet, with a two story hexagonal tower forming its 
nucleus. A spacious lobby with exhibit panels will 
lead to the periodical, main reference and art rooms 
to the left. A wrought iron grille to the right of the 
lobby will provide a view to the rare book room. The 
present theology room, modelled after a Milanese 
mediaeval library, will be reproduced in this spacious 
treasure room. A two floor fireproof air-conditioned 
vault will be located to the right of the room and will 
house the priceless manuscripts, a hundred incunabula 
and hundreds of other rare books owned by the 
college. 

Directly facing the entrance and lobby, there will 
be erected the circulation desk behind which, in plain 
view will be the three deck stack room, built in semi- 
circular form with facilities for about 100,000 volumes. 
The lower left floor will provide space for the seminar 
rooms which are in direct communication with the 
stacks. To the right will be located the catalogue 
department, work room, book repair and bindery. It 
is expected that there will be facilities for photostat 
and microphoto work. 

Rev. Albert O’Brien, O.F.M., Librarian at St. 
Bonaventure, has the best wishes of his fellow-mem- 
bers in the C. L. A. for the successful completion of 
the project to which he is now devoting his enthu- 
siastic energies. 

a a 
BROOKLYN-LONG ISLAND GROUP MET AT 

ST. AGNES’ WASHINGTON’S BIRTHDAY 

A meeting of the Brooklyn-Long Island unit of the 
Catholic Library Association was held Monday, 
February 22, at the St. Agnes Academic School 
Library, College Point, New York. There were nearly 
fifty librarians present. Sister M. Agatha, O.P., 


Principal, welcomed the guests, and Sister M. Joseph 
Alma, O.P., acted as hostess. 
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Because of illness, Dr. William A. FitzGerald, Libra- 
rian of the Brooklyn Preparatory School, was unavoid- 
ably absent. 

The program began with a very inspiring and in- 
structive address by Miss Dorothy Elizabeth Smith, 
Superintendent of the Schools Department, Queens- 
boro Public Library on the subject: “Library Objec- 
tives.” 

The second speaker, Brother A. Thomas, J.CS., 
Librarian, Bishop Loughlin Memorial High School, 
spoke on “The Preservation of Local Historical 
Records by the School Library.” 

“Suggested Programs for School Library Confer- 
ences” was the subject of Sister Mary Louise, Libra- 
rian, Bishop McDonnell Memorial High School. 

“The School Literary Background of the University 
Freshman,” by Mr. Laurence Leavey, A.B., B.LS., 
University Librarian, Fordham University, helped to 
round out a full and very enjoyable afternoon at St. 


Interesting exhibits of the students in connection 
with library work were to be seen by the guests. 
Among the most notable was that of a collection of 
fifty letters from famous living Catholic authors. 

a a 
Coo on of Publisher and Librarian * 
mum C. Bruce, Vice-President 
The Bruce Publishing Co. 





A discussion of the cooperation between the library 
and the publisher in an effort to determine the effects 
of this cooperation upon the production of books and 
the emergence of Catholic literature in America must 
be based upon an analysis of the respective functions 
of the library and the publisher, their similarities and 
differences, and the points of contact which permit 
the pooling of effort. 

The history of the Catholic library is essentially 
the history of the Catholic institutions in the United 
States. The library’s beginnings were simultaneous 
with and as modest as these institutions; at first it 
consisted of only a few necessary books and indis- 
pensable reference materials; in the colleges, 
academies, and seminaries it included textbooks and 
the theological and reference works without which 
classes could not be conducted; in the monasteries 
and convents there were the precious old-world theo- 
logical, spiritual, and philosophic publications; in the 
missions and hospitals it is to be feared that only a 
few books belonging to the superior or to some mem- 
bers of the house could by courtesy be called a library. 
That has all changed in the past four decades; it 
would be difficult indeed to find any religious house 
or educational institution which has not a modest 
or even a good library to serve as the center of its 
cultural life and to an extent of the spiritual activity 


* Read before the Catholic Library Association Mid-Winter 
Conference, December 28, 1936, Mundelein College, Chicago. 











ee 





of the men and women and the youth served by the 
institution. In a distinctly less way, but quite posi- 
tively, the library shares with the chapel the duty of 
acting as the well-spring of life and activity in the 
religious house. 

It may be questioned whether the Catholic pub- 
lishers have sensed the part played by the library in 
religious institutions. Men and women living in 
friaries and convents are far more dependent upon 
the library for their intellectual sustenance than are 
people in the world. Even in the cities they do not, 
as a rule, have the opportunity for contacts with men 
and affairs which layfolk enjoy. Except in rare cases 
they do not have funds of their own, and there is a 
pooling of printed resources that usually produces for 
all in a community a much greater stock of books 
and current materials than is possible to the indi- 
vidual in private life. 

It may be questioned too whether the Catholic 
publisher has fully understood the newer functions 
of the library as these have been developed through 
changed methods in education and the steady extension 
of education into adult life and even into middle age. 
The old types of high-school and college education 
involved little more than the study of a single text in 
each subject. An extensive library, except in the large 
universities, was not considered necessary. At present, 
even in the grades supplementary reading is depended 
upon for achieving the direct instructional aims; at 
the secondary and college levels the collateral reading 
required is often more productive of a thoughtful 
understanding of important points of history, science, 
art, and literature than the recitations and lectures. 
The increase in the number and variety of subjects 
and courses, and the heavy emphasis upon occupa- 
tional and professional courses, all have contributed 
to the need for larger collections of periodicals and 
books. Both instructors and librarians have been 
mindful of the need of putting teachers and students 
in contact with materials which supply the correct 
answer to the problems and false theories of the day, 
and which will stimulate free recreational reading 
of a variety that will have carry-over values for later 
life. ‘ 

In every type of religious institution the service of 
the library has been growing. In fact the high-school 
and college use of the library is slowly but surely 
changing the attitudes and reading habits of the adult 
population generally; it is being aided by the general 
movement for adult education. The public libraries 
reflect this new situation when they report steady 
increases in the reading of non-fiction and a relative 
decrease in the reading of novels. It does not seem 
to be appreciated that adult education, both informal 
and formal, has been an outstanding mark of the life 
in religious houses and that, at present, the most 

active adult students are the brothers, the sisters, and 
the order priests of the United States. Whether they 
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are connected with schools or colleges, with missions, 
or orphanages, study is next to prayer and religious 
work, the characteristic of the American religious. 

With this development in mind it is possible to 
understand the importance of the librarian in the 
scheme of every religious institution, particularly if 
it is performing an educational and training service. 
Certainly the librarian must be an individual of stand- 
ing in the institution; he must have some special 
training for his immediate work, he needs considerable 
native ability and enthusiasm for his work; he can- 
not get results unless he has time and assistance and 
adequate funds. It seems trite to say that the 
librarian deserves that support from the administra- 
tive and departmental heads which will enable him 
to provide a well-chosen, balanced collection of books 
and current materials to meet the general and espe- 
cial work of the institution, and to maintain and even 
increase the service by constant additions of new 
books, etc. As a personal qualification the librarian 
needs to know books from his own critical reading, 
and he needs energy to make books used so that the 
library will not be of less value than the sum total 
of its part because it is unused. Helen Haines, a 
California librarian and teacher, remarks that libra- 
rians must read with discrimination, must know what 
relationship can be established between good books 
and people who should benefit from them. It is a loss 
to Catholic literature that there is not available a 
means for critical library reviewing of books which 
both librarians and publishers might enjoy. 

Tue PusiisHer’s Part 

If the library, as has often been said, is the deposi- 
tory of the race’s spiritual and cultural heritage as 
this has been set down in print, then it must be said 
that it is the function of the publisher to increase 
this heritage by producing and selling books which 
represent the present-day contributions to this heri- 
tage in all fields of human activity. The Catholic 
publisher is in a peculiarly advantageous position to 
do this. True some of the American Catholic houses 
are still too near their beginnings to have built up a 
comfortable back log of steady sellers which permit 
them to do an effective job toward realizing their 
ideals. A few of the older houses are still hampered 
by traditions for publishing the most necessary types 
of what have been called bread-and-butter books. 

Publishing is not without its difficulties. As Robert 
Sterling Yard said many years ago publishing is not a 
business nor a profession—it is a career. It is ham- 
pered by the fact that it must be conducted with 
commercial success as one of its intermediate aims; 
it must pay a living wage to its owners and employees. 
It is subject to competition, and it lacks many of the 
traditional precedents which safeguard the members 
of a profession. It is still largely a one- or two-man 
business. The building of a list is the work of a life 
time, and no list is safe without sufficient books of 
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current popularity and some of permanent value to 
offset the mistakes of judgment and the unprofitable 
specialties which the enthusiasm or the crusading 
spirit of every true publisher causes him to issue. 

It is no drawback for the Catholic publisher to sub- 
mit to the discipline of the church’s code of morals, 
so that he cannot accept for publication books which 
would find a ready market simply because they satisfy 
some weakness in human nature. It is rather an 
advantage for him not to be bothered by what a 
critic calls the modern literary freedom and the falla- 
cies which reveal the bankruptcy of the materialism 
of the day. The Catholic publisher need not print 
books whose only value is the escape they suggest 
from personal moral responsibility or from the chaos 
of present-day social movements. He is not troubled 
by books which Chesterton had in mind when he 
wrote: 


I have not read a rotten page 

Of “Sex Hate,” or “The Social Test,” 

And here comes “Husks” and “Heritage”. . . 
O Moses, give us all a rest! 

“Ethics of Empire!” . . . I protest 

I will not even cut the strings, 

I'll read “Jack Redskin on the Quest” 

And feed my brain with better things. 


But the very advantages which a Catholic publisher 
enjoys in a sound philosophy of life and in a definite 
ethical and religious viewpoint is not without the dis- 
tinct drawback of inducing self satisfaction which 
sometimes relegates purely artistic and literary values 
too far into the background. This complacency makes 
for willingness to fight vigorously for reform, and is 
the cause of much of the excessive conservatism and 
even of the dull flatness of books that should be 
fresh and enthusiastic and therefore interesting and 
readable. 

If the Catholic publisher wishes to succeed in the 
success of Catholic literature he must clearly set for 
himself the task of so studying American life and 
culture so that his books will be worth reading be- 
cause they are interesting and constructive of true 
values and not merely Catholic. This is equally true 
of books for the specialist, for the educated man, and 
for the great run of average people in the simpler 
walks of life. It is time that history written from 
the Catholic standpoint show the social and eco- 
nomic trends and the changes in moral life rather 
than recite the old repeated political and military 
events and governmental changes. The old lies have 


been so often exploded that history need no longer 
be a mere apology for the Catholic position. Biography 
too needs a new touch—accuracy and above all in- 
terest and insight and a clean-cut understanding of 
the background of events and consequences. There 
is no place here for the modern offensiveness and nasty 
Lives of the 


details of unworthy men and women. 
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saints deserve to be written with all the care of 
other writing in the biographical field—all without 
pious fable and moralizing. There is hardly time to 
say anything about books of science except that true 
scientific humility and accuracy allow for the dis- 
cussion of theories and findings of fact without 
finality and without upsetting truths of religion and 
morality. And new attitudes of scholarship are needed 
in Catholic books of philosophy, education, art and 
the social sciences generally. 

All the foregoing suggests points of view which held 
vigorously and -promoted steadily by librarians and 
publishers cannot but lead to a better Catholic litera- 
ture. It may be worth adding some commonplaces of 
cooperation which are obvious: 

1. The librarian can promote the cause of literary 
progress by encouraging mature authorship. He can 
help all authors very much by insisting upon careful 
research and study, by opening up the facilities of 
the library to all worthwhile effort by students and 
scholars. The publisher can and must support such 
effort by inquiring into the scholarship and research 
which is behind manuscripts; he can insist that his 
editors and readers put into the preparation of every 
book the full measure of scrutiny which the facilities 
of good libraries make possible. 

2. The development of critical journalism is an 
activity in which librarians and publishers can well 
join. The librarian should add his critical judgment 
as suggested above; the publisher should welcome the 
competent discussion of his books and support the 
journals which render this service in a worthwhile 
manner. Perfunctory praise is of no value—it should 
be eliminated in favor of honest and constructive 
appraisal. 

3. Librarians may well support or even initiate 
rental libraries, study clubs, literary lectures, and 
other movements which will bring books and reading 
before the Catholic people. There are in the Catholic 
college and high-school libraries important resources 
which should be available to the adult population. 
Publishers will be distinctly shortsighted if they fail 
to support and encourage such enterprises. 

4. Catholic professional and scientific organiza- 
tions are growing in influence and service. They are 
centers and sources of authorship. It is a real duty 
of librarians and publishers to encourage the activity 
of these organizations. Publishers can give substan- 
tial aid. I know of no better way of keeping in step 
with educational thought, with the new problems of 
industrial and economic life, with charity, with social 
service, philosophy, etc., than through attendance at 
these conventions. 

5. Librarians can aid publishers by reading their 
announcements and by receiving their travelers. On 
the part of publishers this courtesy must be returned 
by making “blurbs” truthful and genuinely helpful. 
Travelers must not “high pressure” librarians and 


religious ; they must be men of education with ability 
to answer questions on new books in terms of literary 
and use values. 

6. Librarians can overcome the old error that 
Catholic books are high in price; that Catholic pub- 
lishers are “robbers.” Many Catholic books are 
necessarily high because they are distinctly special 
in character and limited in sale. This fact produces 
the vicious circle of high first costs and high sales 
costs which in turn limit the market. No publisher 
can escape this vicious circle. 

7. Both librarians and publishers can enter a sym- 
pathetic campaign for overcoming the evils of a false 
philosophy and a harmful literature by promoting 
the spread of a sound Catholic literature inside and 
outside the Catholic group. Such an apostleship will 
be one of the best means of solving the problems of 
America. If you have any doubts in your mind that 
there is at least a small audience outside the Church 
ready for Catholic books note this: 

“On the protestant side there is profound humilia- 
tion among those who look with fresh eyes upon the 
contemporary scene. They cannot forget that 
protestantism has been the ally, the inspiration and 
the defender of modern culture, that modern culture, 
indeed, is essentially protestant culture. Prot- 
estantism was born at the same time as capitalism 
and science and nationalism were born, and it has 
furnished the ethical sanctions for the development 
of modern civilization. What answer can protestantism 
give to the cry of civilization? It has no answer. 
Throughout its history, it has fled civilization and 
taken up its abode in the inner life, or it has embraced 
civilization and flattered it by blessing its secular 
ideals. Now it stifles in the discovery that its evan- 
gelicalism is irrelevant. There are no prophets or 
wise men emerging from protestantism with an evan- 
gelical answer to the cry of the age. There is no 
intellectual revival in protestantism. There is slump 
and confusion and humiliation. There is also humility. 

“On the Catholic side, despite the enormous numeri- 
cal losses which both its Orthodox and Roman 
branches have sustained, the case stands otherwise. 
There is unprecedented intellectual activity. The 
Catholic movement in the Church of England (taking 
it broadly enough to include such figures in the right 
center as the Archbishop of York) is the most active 
intellectual force in Great Britain. Roman Catholicism 
is flowering on the Continent and in England through 
intellectuals who address their thought to an analysis 
and interpretation of the state of Western culture and 
religion. In the United States and Canada these 
Catholic intellectuals from abroad now enjoy unpreju- 
diced entree to most of our universities, in one or two 
of which they find native Catholic scholars of their 
own kind and rank. 

“The Russian refugee colony in Paris is distin- 
guished by the inclusion of a number of philosophers 
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of the Orthodox church whose writings in exile have 
thrown shafts of new light into the hollow places of 
our contemporary culture. This vigorous flowering 
of intellectual activity in three separate communions 
of Catholicism can mean nothing less than an organic 
reaction of the whole Catholic tradition to the state 
of spiritual exhaustion in which the West finds itself. 
It is not the reaction of individual thinkers, nor of 
schools of thought. It is the instinctive rebound of a 
long repressed intellectual force held in leash until 
its critics and rivals were themselves out. It is, as 
Peter Wust puts it, ‘the return of Catholicism from 
exile.’ ” 

American publishers must follow the lead of their 
German contemporaries in appraising their works not 
in terms of best sellers or the development of single 
authors but on the basis of the sum total of the 
Catholic literary contribution to American culture, 
to the improvement of our customs and institutions, 
to the solution of our economic, governmental and 
social problems—through a reunited ideal of religious 
and moral life values. 





“Is there a Catholic-Protestant Rapprochement ?” by Charles 
Morrison, Editor of “Christendom.” Editorial, “Christendom,” 
Vol. 1, No. 5, 1936; pp. 861-2. 
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THE CATHOLIC BOOK CLUB 
Selection for March 
Mauriac, Francois. Life of Jesus. Translated by 
Julie Kernan. Illus. by George Buday. New York: 


Leagmens, Green. $2.50. 
Mauriac of the French Academy gives a personal vision 


of rote} in his commentary which in le and treatment, 
ardor end strength is charesteciatio of thie ‘oremost of French 
noveli 


THE PRO PARVULIS BOOK CLUB 
Selection for February 


Boys 10-14 Years Old 
Dwight, Allan. Drums in the Forest. 
ee yee Rie 
characterize 
ol es ae SSeS. eee 
time the captive of ae ae. ee S Se 
exciting panorama of those historic 
Girls 10-14 Years Old 
Coatsworth, Elizabeth. Sword of the Wilderness. 
Author’s Note. Illustrations by Harvé Stein. 160 pp. 
New York: Macmillan. $2. 
Keoka, an Indian ive English lad, 
MR TE Fo TU as late in 


the seventeenth century they take the trails out of Maine into 
— and meet Franciscans, Jesuits, Ursulines, traders, and 


Children Under 10 
Morrow, Honore, and Swartman, William J. 
The Ship’s Parrot. Water-color pictures by Gordon 
Grant. New York: Morrow. $2. 


New York: 


unusually 


ray hero of ten and a kidnaped heroine of eight 
sturdy hero of ten and a kidna ° ae 


ship with delightful es on appease ane 
among them a parrot from the land of Solomon. 
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PHILOSOPHY AND RELIGION 
Crunden, Rev. John C., 8.T.L. The Mystical Christ. Preface 
by Archbishop” net of St. Paul. a. Le Louk Herder. $3.25. 


sources a satisfy- 
pues Bon eye of the ann Bois ergs 
"“Gilecn, Etienne. The Spirit of Medieval Philosophy. Preface. 
New York: Scribner. $3.50. 
rid famous su lectures delivered at the a ag, A Aberdeen by a 


y of be 
RAY Yt - rood 


ilosophy. 
“eae Rev. = CS.Sp. The Meaning of the Mass. 
London: Burns, Oates & Washbourne. Ss. 


Seuating of Gg Moss ony Memertel ays co 0 Seceiinn, fie axtir 
_— es from the Council of Trent and the Fathers and ecingene of 

urch to show the dispositions requisite for —a the full fruits of the 
Mass, central among these dispositions being the entire comformity of 
the Will with that of Christ. 

Rev. John A., Ph.D. The Priesthood in a Changing 

World. New York: Kenedy. $2.75. 

Papers directed to priests, dealing with personal holiness, the ne 
of the pastoral office th instructing the — and maki 
verts, following drifters stopping a through contri ties 
to the influence of the by scholarshi 


Swint, Most Rev. John i. D.D. Christ As Organiser of the 
Church. Introduction, vii and 113 pp. Milwaukee: Bruce. $1.25. 


The Bis of Wheeling has adapted felicitously in this book nine dis- 
courses many years to convince non-Catholics that Christ 
came not merely as a Teacher but rT Organizer of a Church. 

A 


Ave Maria. Washington, D. C.: Commissariat of the Holy 
Land. $2.75. De Luxe $6.50. 


An exquisite book in which the medieval style of illumination sets off 
~ \— pages containing the prayers of the Rosary in more than 


“The Bi le in Art. Edited, with Commentary, by Clifton 
Harby. 750 black-and-white and 12 full-color illustrations. New 
York: Covici Friede. $5. 

This magnificen I serves the doubl rpese of illustra 
Scripture tnd presenting the ‘ seligieus ont of all aS 


every Christian nation” with eugene from the Bible (Protestant. version) 
and commentary on the works of art. 


POETRY 
Selected Poems of T. A. Daly. Introduction by Christopher 
Morley. New York: Harcourt Brace. $2.50. 
The best selections from Canzoni, MacAroni Ballads, and Daly’s four 
other bookos 


of verse are herein arranged, giving a — of pieces, witty, 
tonsting, rich in imaginative and emotional appeal, and olen charged 
with a 


e Catholicism. 
O Parachain, Roibeard. Thronging Feet. Introduction by 


Daniel yang <8 96 et ye New York: Sheed. $1.25. 


ane thd ~~ post prevents poems that are sincere, intense, and 
HISTORY 
Castefieda, Carlos E., Ph.D. Our Catholic Heritage in Texas, 
2519-1936. In 7 vols. Vol. I1—*The Finding of Texas, 1519- 
1693”; Vol. Il—“The Winning of Texas, 1693-1751.” Bibliog- 
raphies. Notes. Austin, Texas: Von Boeckmann-Jones. 


4 critical history compiled from original source materials and conse- 
pane AL y replete with surprising facts; it embraces both civil and ec- 
esiastical development, commencing with the missions established a cen- 

tury before the landing of the Pilgrims. 
Danzas, Julie. The Russian Church. Translated from the 


French by Countess Olga Bennigsen. 160 pp. New York: Sheed. 
$1.50. 


A useful introduction to the question of Russian religi embracing a 
history of Christianity in Russia and a psychological y of the Russian 
x mer] mind, written by the daughter of a former Russian Imperial 

iplomat 


Eckhardt, Carl Conrad. The Papacy and World Affairs: As 
Reflected in the Secularization of Politics. Chicago: University 
of Chicago Press. $4. 

A treatise, objective and quite fair, concerned largely with the period 
immediately before and after the Thirt rty Years’ War although appraising 

y 


the situation in modern times and a zing the contributions recent 
Po to the solution of problems connected with religious and social life 


and world 
Raab, Rev. Clement, O.F.M. The Twenty Ecumenical Coun- 


cils of er Catholic Church. New York: Longmans. $2. 
Gathered herein in compact form by an experienced teacher of Church 
History is the important information about each of the Councils of the 


Church. 


Riley, Rev. Arthur J., Ph.D. Catholicism in New England to 

1788. Washington, D. C.: Catholic University of America. 
A valuable and readable thesis showi mae & the Bm of & early New 
in theological 


England mind toward Catholicism, ba 
treatises, sermons, cathechisms, shosbaanhe. y b-. * histories, 


and legislative enactments. 
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BIOGRAPHY 

Gildea, Rev. Denis. Mother M. Arsenius (Agnes Murrough 
Bernard) of Foxford. London: Burns, Oates & ag a m= 

ES a oe 

a in 

ishing woolen industry at i 

McKie, Douglas. yon Lavoisier. Introduction by F. G. 
Donnan. 300  - a Lippincott. $2.50. 

The first com ior af the Unversity College of Landon and revealing 
try, written wi a eI of tp t of London 

scien rt in social reform, 


the great Lavoisier as 
Catholic, the victim of - — Cama in 1794 

Memoir of Mother Mary Judith, Congregation of Our 
Lady of Sion, 1847-1932. By a Member of the Community. 
Preface by Dr. J. P. Arendzen. Illustrated. New York: Longmans. 
$2.40. 
catndwl ciut. Moeta of Ries Ded cba sorte 
the Brothers Ratisbonne, returned to her native and labored 
patiently and successfully in the education of young girls. 

other Saint John Fontbonne, Foundress of the Congrega- 

tion of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Lyons. Translated and adapted 
from the Original French edition by a Sister of St. Joseph, Brent- 
wood, New York. Foreword by Most Rev. Thomas Edmund 
Molloy, Bishop of Brooklyn. 10 illustrations. xv and 403 pp. 
New York: Kenedy. $5.75. 


Based on a recent work in French prepared after assiduous search for 
documentary evidence is this adaptation of the life of the French religious 
who suffered in the Revolution and su sgeentiy reorganized her Congre- 
gation, establishing houses in many parts the world a in 1836 making 
the first American foundation in St. Louis, ri. 
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Note: The pamphlets from the Catholic Truth of England and 
of Ireland are obtainable from the International Catholic Truth Society, 
407 Bergen St., Brooklyn, N. Y., at 10 cents each. 

Cahill, E., S.J. Capitalism and its alternatives. Catholic 


Truth Society of Ireland. 36 pp. (No. 1383). 
ai iesuntives are treated with respect to ownership of the means of 


Pr catholic Church in England and Wales. The apostolate of the 
laity, by the hierarchy of England and Wales (the joint pastoral 
letter of Advent 1936). Catholic Truth Society of London, 
1937. 11 p. (S.136.) 

Appeal to the laity to unite in prayer and to combat social injustice. 

Del Val, Marquis de Merry. The conflict in Spain: Com- 
munistic mis-statements refuted. C. T. S. of London, 1937. 20p. 
(H.269.) 

Discusses the Church in Spain, feudal estates, General Franco and 
Fascism, executions because of trade union and political associations, 
atrocities, and use of colored troops. 

Hubert (Fr.). The consummation of Jesus. Passion scenes 


from the Gospels. C. a 6. of Ireland, 1936. 28p. (No. 1419.) 
Gospel selections 


and pra: 
Jorgensen, T. N., SJ. ” Angels at our side. Queen’s Work, 


3742 W. Pine Bivd., St. Louis, 1937. 36p. 10c. 

Value of guardian angels. 

Kerr, Lady Amabel. From Adam to Ruth. C. T. S. of Lon- 
don, 1937. 35p. (Do. 156.) 

Bible picture book for Catholic children, Part I. 

Knox, Ronald A. The second Eve; a broadcast address. 


C. T. S. of London, 1937. 10p. (Do. 160.) 

Story of Eve and Mary against the background of famous pictures. 
Cover-picture reproduces Fra Angelico’s Annunciation. 

Lord, Daniel A., S.J. What’s the matter with Europe? 
Queen’s Work, 1937. 32p. 10c. 

Discusses contemporary uropean events and politics. 

McCann, Justin. Religious orders. C. 
1936. 32p. (H.267.) 

Relation of religious orders to the Church, their origin, and the re- 
ligious life in general. 

McGovern, J. L. San Calisto; a cradle of cathedrals. C. T. S. 
of London, 1937. 24p. (H.266.) 


History, contents and significance of the catacombs illustrated through 
a complete description of that of St. Callistus. Bibliography. Picture 


T. S. of London, 


cover of catacomb ws 

McGowan, R. A 
text of A cure for Communism. N. C. W. C., 
Ave., N.W., Washington, 1937. 


. N.C.W.C. study club outline based on the 
1312 Massachusetts 
7p. Se. 





Miraculous waters. Some legends and miracles in the lives of 
the saints, by OS.B. C.T\S. of Ireland, 23p. (No.1382.) 
Miracles connected with the element of water. 


National Catholic Alumni Federation. Today’s Threat to 
man’s liberties, with a proposal for their defense. The author, 


58 E. Washington St., Chicago, 1937. 44p. 25c. 
plements the “In Def of Man,” issued in 1936. 
is 2 Prearmation of the iritual nature of man against tyranny, anit 
peonanis or political.” B 


N. C. W. C. Dept. of Education. Bibliography on Com- 


munism. N.C. W.C., 1937. 8p. Se. 
Lists about 60 periodical articles and pamphlets. 


Sembratovich, Leo I. Strangers within our gates; a brief study 
of the various rites of the Catholic Church. The author, 4123 


Clippert Ave., Detroit, 1936. 46p. 25c. 
Brief descri of seventeen Eastern Catholic rites and detailed dis. 
cussion of the Byzantine or Greek rite 


The Stations of the Way of the Cross. St. Anthony’s Guild, 
Franciscan Monastery, Paterson, N. J., © 1936. 67p. 15c. 
Contents: The of the Stations o the Cross. Indul of the 
ph ee wey, & Ge Seems the Stations patios © 
method St. method. 
Cate nd Baglick)— Fittcen colored itlustrations. ntl 
West Indian Bishop. Children’s reparation to their mother: 
a plea for justice to Mary. Central Bureau, 3835 Westminster 


Place, St. Louis, 1937. 19p. 
Reasons for and methods of paying increasing homage to Mary. 
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CATHOLIC LITERATURE 

What is wrong with the world today? It is the lit- 
erature of today that is wrong with it—nothing more. 
The writer is a priest, a prophet, a bad priest, a good 
priest, a priest of badness or a priest of goodness. 
Every writer is a propagandist—they want to prove 
their ideas. .. . 

A novelist can pick out one detail out of a hundred 
details, or picks out one character out of a thousand 
characters that come clamoring to his mind. He takes 
one basic theme out of two or three themes that have 
been in his mind. He puts them in his book. That 
proposition that the novelist was obsessed by then 
becomes the possession of the hundreds and thousands 
and sometimes hundreds of thousands of readers of it. 
If it is a bad idea it is going to have a bad effect... . 

Now, you have loose living that results practically 
from a bad book. How does a religious community 
uphold itself a guide on the spirit and fervor? How 
do they do it? They do it from the spiritual exercises 
and from the graces God gives them; but isn’t it prin- 
cipally from the spiritual reading they have and the 
types of books they read? Their minds then are taken 
out of these lower levels, they are associating with 
great minds, with spiritual minds, with men of 
thought, with men and women who love God who are 
expressing that love in language. 

Catholic literature has in addition three other 
things: it has Value, supernatural values set on it. 
It has the Design and Pattern coming from Christ 
which He put into our Church; and it has that no- 
bility and aspiration which men find. We Catholics 
can look past the stars—we look up past the stars and 
we see the beauty of the heavens open to our material 
eye. 
—Father Talbot, S.J. 
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